
Day one
Morning

Get your pulse racing by climbing to the 

top of the Story Bridge, built in 1940 and 

towering 80 metres above the river. The fully 

guided climbing tour is a thrilling experience 

allowing plenty of awe-inspiring views over 

the river and city skyline, and the chance 

to learn the colourful history of the Story 

Bridge’s construction. If the vertiginous 

views aren’t enough for you, adrenaline 

junkies can add on a heart-starting abseil, 

zipping down the southern side of the 

bridge over Kangaroo Point and landing in 

Captain Burke Park.

Afternoon

Indulge in a little retail therapy at 

Brisbane’s bustling shopping precinct of 

Queens Street Mall. Australia’s largest 

open-air pedestrian mall is home to 

Queens Plaza, the glossy new Wintergarden 

shopping mall and The Myer Centre. 

There’s something for everyone with some 

700 retailers and Australia’s big name 

department stores Myer and David Jones. 

Luxury label lovers can snap up a little 

something from international brands like 

Louis Vuitton, Hermes and Tiffany & Co. 

More prestigious international brands can 

be found just off the mall at Edward Street 

while Elizabeth Street’s Elizabeth Arcade 

is well-known for emerging designers and 

quirky labels. 

evening

When twilight falls, hunt down one of the 

city’s most clandestine cocktail bars. The 

Laneway is an urban hideaway reached by 

ducking down Spencer Lane, entering the 

back door of a restaurant and clambering 

up a staircase. Sample a few finely-crafted 

cocktails before heading back downstairs 

to dine at the award-winning Urbane, 

a sophisticated dining room with an 

exquisite modern menu and wine list. 

Less formal meals can be had just next 

door at The Euro. If you’d rather dine on 

the riverfront, the gustatory delights at 

Eagle Street Pier are only a few minutes 

walk away. This waterfront foodie precinct 

has marvellous water views and some of 

the city’s finest gourmet restaurants, from 

delicate Japanese at Sake, contemporary 

seasonal produce at Aria or an organic 

steak at Cha Cha Char.  
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Day TWO
Morning

Gaze at Spanish masterpieces or test out 

an interactive contemporary art exhibit at 

South Bank, the city’s cultural precinct. The 

southern banks of the Brisbane river are 

home to the Queensland Theatre Company, 

the Queensland Art Gallery, the Queensland 

Museum, and the popular Gallery of Modern 

Art  (GoMA), a modern building showcasing 

some of the world’s most famous and 

prestigious 20th and 21st century collections. 

Try to schedule your visit to coincide with 

the Art Gallery’s free guided tours which are 

carried out by volunteers at various points 

during the day.

Afternoon

Stroll or jog along the riverfront 

promenades of South Bank. There are 

17-hectares of lush gardens and boulevards 

to explore and the area comes alive on 

weekends with outdoor markets. Stop for 

a cappuccino at one of the many riverside 

cafes, explore chic boutiques along Little 

Stanley Street and release your inner child 

with a 10-minute spin on the Wheel of 

Brisbane, a ferris wheel that allows 360 

degree views over the city. You can also 

hire a bicycle to explore the area or stretch 

out on a towel at Streets Beach, the only 

inner city beach in Australia. When it’s time 

for lunch, head towards the new foodie 

precinct at Riverbend. Try Stokehouse  

restaurant for contemporary Mediterranean 

flair and unrivalled river views.

evening

Brisbane’s fleet of CityCat ferries are an 

inexpensive way to experience the winding 

river while organised tours feature running 

commentary. On weekends you can join a 

guided night kayaking session, paddling 

past the foreshore and finishing with a 

prawn or barbecue feast. Back on dry land, 

the West End Twilight Markets are held 

every Saturday near the corner of Boundary 

and Wilson streets. The vibrant atmosphere 

gathers steam after dusk, with stalls selling 

artisan wares, delicious organic food and 

live entertainment. If you’d rather cheer 

on some live sport, catch a taxi to Suncorp 

Stadium which hosts regular Australian 

rugby league matches. Afterwards, walk to 

the nearby cluster of eateries set within the 

heritage hub of The Barracks in Paddington. 

Order share plates of tapas in the energetic 

Latin atmosphere at Peasant, or choose from 

a 350-strong wine menu at Cabiria Wine 

Bar, set inside a former butcher shop and 

featuring a shucked-to-order oyster bar.

Day Three
Morning

Drive or take a guided tour up to Mount 

Coot-tha, the highest peak in Brisbane. 

The summit is only a few kilometres 

from the city centre and the lookout has 

wonderful views over Brisbane all the way 

to the Glasshouse Mountains and Moreton 

Bay. Relax over a coffee and admire the 

scenic panorama from Kuta cafe or raise 

your heart rate with a bike ride or brisk 

walk along one of the mountain trails. 

Afterwards, explore the city’s riverside 

Botanic Gardens. To learn more about 

Australia’s indigenous plant species, try 

to time your visit to coincide with the free 

11am guided walking tour. 

Afternoon

Fortitude Valley, or The Valley as it’s 

affectionately known by locals, is a great 

place to while away the afternoon. During 

the day it has a relaxed, village atmosphere 

with a cluster of independent art galleries 

and creative spaces like In.cube8r, which 

features the work of around 90 Australian 

artists. Australian fashion labels like Ksubi, 

Easton Pearson and Sass & Bide can be 

found along James and Ann Streets, while 

the quirky Winn Laneway is crammed with 

eclectic labels and offbeat hole-in-the-wall 

stores. Vintage lovers will love fossicking 

through the laneway markets, held on the 

first weekend of every month. For a post-

shopping snack, pull up a plastic corncob 

stool on the artificial turf outside the funky 

Flamingo Cafe or head to Harajuku Gyoza 

on Brunswick Street for Japanese gyoza  

and beer. 

evening

After sunset, Fortitude Valley is a hotspot 

of restaurants, bars and live music venues. 

Toast the evening with a well-mixed 

cocktail or a vino on the rooftop of the 

Limes Hotel, which also holds outdoor 

cinema nights during the week. Settle in 

with some delicious yum cha from the 

Chinatown Mall or dine in style at one of 

James Street’s upscale restaurants. Try 

Ortiga – a Spanish eatery with enticing 

tapas menu. For cocktails, the Bowery 

Bar has impressed Brisbanites for years 

while Our Place serves boutique beers and 

cider among a kooky setting of pre-loved 

furniture and garden gnomes. To sample 

some local craft beer, stroll round the 

corner to New Farm Road where Bitter Suite 

pipes in an extensive list of ales, lagers and 

stouts. Left dinner a little later than usual? 

Head to Brunswick Social for cocktails and 

late-night dumplings.


